4.6                      NATIONALITY   IN   HISTORY   AND   POLITICS
affairs.1 Significant instances can be found in the memoirs of
General von Moltke, the chief of the German General Staff at
the beginning of the last great war.2 His diary and letters to
his wife show a friendly, kind-hearted man who speaks of wars
with horror and with deep compassion for the sufferers. He
doubts of Christianity because the doctrines of Christ's expia-
tory death and of predestination seem cruel to him. Yet the
same man did much to bring about the outbreak of the war,
arguing that the situation was so favourable for Germany that
it ought to be used in any case. He refused to respect Belgium's
neutrality even if England should promise to remain neutral.
This multiplicity of moral standards makes it clear why an
individualist concept of the national character is quite inadequate.
People may be peaceable and humanitarian in their private
affairs and ruthlessly aggressive in national matters, especially in
such as affect the so-called national interests and honour. It is
not necessarily the real interests and true honour which are con-
sidered as vital by nations. Very frequently a point of honour is
made of things which people not imbued with the specific national
ideology cannot but regard as insignificant. The national
ideology may be compared to a pair of coloured or distorting
spectacles which only very few persons in the nation concerned
are able to take off.
The development of two characters in the same person is not
only expressed in different moral standards but even affects
logical thinking. It is often impossible to argue with a convinced
nationalist because he is unable to think logically if conclusions
do not agree with the demands of national ideology. The
enormous literature produced by German professors during the
last war in defence of German policy offers most interesting
illustrations. The German intellectual classes, especially many
professors and teachers in higher schools, have become a mainstay
of the philosophy of force underlying the German militaristic
system. One of the greatest German scholars, Dubois-Reymond,
declared in an academic speech with pride that the German
professors were " the scientific crack regiment of the Hohen-
zollerns ". In no other country has such a vast literature on the
national character been produced as in Germany, and its aim
has mainly been to exalt the German race and mould the national
character to a model purporting to be the only true German one.
1 Lord Salisbury said in an address, on March 10,1897, that he had often pondered
on the curious contrast between the individual and the collective character, and he
gave an interesting illustration concerning the English character,
8 Cf. Helmuth von Moltke, Erinnerungen> Briefe, Dokumntc* 19*2.